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Synopsis

The diverse historical, cultural, and physiological influences that determine sexual orientation are
the focus of this fascinating work by one of the foremost investigators of human sexuality. Drawing
on case studies from his sexology clinic, the author explores such topics as prenatal and postnatal
history, gender differentiation in childhood, and postpubertal hormonal theories. In so doing, he
addresses the many enigmas of sexual orientation: What makes some children grow up to be
homosexual, while others become heterosexual or bisexual? To what degree is gender identity
determined before birth? How do the concepts of masculine and feminine become differentiated
during childhood? What do we know about the relationship between hormones and homosexuality
in adulthood? A unique feature of this book is the follow-up reporting on Money’s long-term studies
that began over three decades ago. The studies are brought together here for comparison with one
another--and with the work of others--and their full significance is systematically evaluated. Also
explored here is his pioneering concepts of lovemaps, the pathways of individual sexual and erotic
development, and the factors that may shape overall healthy or pathological orientation, paraphilia,
and gender transposition in childhood, adolescence, and maturity. Written in accessible language
for researchers and clinicians, this authoritative work is both thought-provoking and informative as it

explores timely questions of sexual orientation.
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Customer Reviews

Looking for a book to suggest to a family that has been having trouble understanding, and



continuing to love, a gay family member, | had a quick look-around for published materials. | was
especially hopeful that there might be an appropriate title by Dr. Milton Diamond, but no such luck.
I'll have to hope they’ll view his website. That left me with two books that | would very strongly
recommend: John Money’s Gay, Straight, and In-Between, and Anne Fausto-Sterling’s Sexing the
Body. Money’s book is a straightforward description of how a serious and responsible researcher
has come to understand homosexuality over the course of decades of research, but
Fausto-Sterling’s is a more "nuanced" account of the formation of human sexualities that ruthlessly
but with good humor attacks easy assumptions and over-generalizations.Money objectively
synthesizes the work done during his lifetime by numerous researchers in the field of human
sexuality. He gives the reader a clear way to understand that the sexual identity of a person, what
the person is and is motivated to do as a sexual being, begins with the individual’'s genetic
constitution (which is in all cases almost entirely identical to other human beings), is influenced by
the complex hormonal and nutritional environment in the womb during gestation, and then is further
molded by nurture and learning -- with early events, generally speaking, being more influential than
later events.Criticisms of Money in the Colapinto book refer to events that occurred early in Money’s
career, and to an understanding that has been revised and reshaped over the years and the dozen
or so books that Money has written to the point that it does Money an injustice to condemn his

recent book on that account.

John William Money, PhD (1921-2006), New Zealand born psychologist and sexologist, in "Gay,
Straight, and In-Between" (1988), investigates sexual orientation, explaining how some find
themselves swimming outside of the mainstream.In the first of this book’s four chapters, "Prenatal
Hormones and Brain Dimorphism" covers how before birth the neuroendocrine/central nervous
systems, endocrine glands and some visceral tissues secrete into the bloodstream chemicals
disbursing information to other bodily organs and cells, which, in turn, affect individuals portraying
defective characteristics of both sexes after birth.Second, in "Gender Coding," Money describes
what it is collectively hormonal, genetic and social that impacts on one’s mind, body and behaviour,
causing them in childhood to be--through "identification," behaving like someone else, and
"complementation," behaving unlike another person (both applied to G-1/R,
gender-identity/role)--totally female, male or androgynous.Chapter three, "Gender Crosscoding,"
delves the conflict between one’s gender and behaviour, cross-purposed against external genitals,
found in, for instance, homophilia, transvestism and transexualism.Finally, chapter four, "Lovemaps

and Paraphilia," the author expounds on mental templates of the brain, which, because of



development, represent one’s ideal sexual proclivities/partner(s). Some of which are thought of as
egregious perversions.
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